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THE COMMON SERVICE
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. Come to
us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your
abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

GOSPEL LESSON
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

John 20:19-31 (EHV)
19

On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked doors because
of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20After
he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
21
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also sending you.”
22
After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23Whenever you forgive people’s
sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24
But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So
the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the mark of the
nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26
After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt,
but believe.”
28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you
have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30Jesus, in the presence of his
disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not written in this book. 31But these are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

CHILDREN’S SERMON

EPISTLE LESSON
1 Peter 1:3-9 (EHV)
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave us a new birth
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4into an inheritance that is
undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 5Through faith you are being protected by God’s
power for the salvation that is ready to be revealed at the end of time.

6

Because of this you rejoice very much, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various kinds of trials 7so that the proven character of your faith—which is more valuable than
gold, which passes away even though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed.
8
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not see him now, yet by believing in
him, you are filled with a joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9because you are receiving the goal
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

S er mo n
1 Peter 1:3-9

OFFERING

Prayer & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen.

