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THE COMMON SERVICE
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I
deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice
for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things that are true
and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions according to your gracious
will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Genesis 4:1-16 (EHV)
The man was intimate with Eve, his wife. She conceived and gave birth to Cain. She said, “I have gotten a
man with the LORD.” 2She also gave birth to Cain’s brother Abel.
Abel tended sheep, but Cain worked the ground. 3As time passed, one day Cain brought an offering to the
LORD from the fruit of the soil. 4Abel also brought some of the firstborn of his flock and their fat portions. The
LORD looked favorably on Abel and his offering, 5but he did not look favorably on Cain and his offering. Cain
was very angry, and his face showed it.
6
The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why do you have that angry look on your face? 7If you do
good, will you not be lifted up? If you do not do good, sin is crouching at the door. It has a strong desire for you,
but you must rule over it.”
8
Cain said to Abel, his brother, “Let’s go into the field.” When they were in the field, Cain attacked Abel, his
brother, and killed him.

9

The LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel, your brother?”
He said, “I don’t know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”
10
The LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the soil.
11
Now you are cursed and sent away from the soil which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood
from your hand. 12When you work the soil, it will no longer give its strength to you. You shall be a fugitive and
a wanderer on the earth.”
13
Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is too great for me to bear. 14Look, today you have driven me away
from the soil. I will be hidden from your face, and I will be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth. And whoever
finds me will kill me.”
15
The LORD said to him, “No! If anyone kills Cain, he will face sevenfold revenge.” And the LORD appointed
a sign for Cain, so that anyone who found him would not strike him down.
16
Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

GOSPEL LESSON
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

John 14:15-21 (EHV)
15

“If you love me, hold on to my commands. 16I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor
to be with you forever. 17He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it does not see him or
know him. You know him because he stays with you and will be in you.
18
“I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will see me no longer, but
you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in
me, and I in you. 21The one who has my commands and holds on to them is the one who loves me. And the one
who loves me will be loved by my Father. I too will love him and show myself to him.”
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sermon
Genesis 4:1-16
How Could Cain?

OFFERING
Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.

